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views on minds that were inferior to his, so that
they could not answer or retaliate. That was
Nehru at his best, but bring in the element of
doubt, or ask a question that was not rhetorical and
lie would become unduly aggressive. This was
only my impression, though a subsequent meeting
in India seemed to corroborate this first impression.
It was in Madras when I \\as asked to be present
at a small informal gathering to meet Nehru and
to help to ask such questions as would draw some
good answers from him. But not a chance. The
whole of the three-quarters of an hour was mono-
polised by an Indian Liberal, who persisted in
asking him questions which have been asked in
India since the Lord knows when and to which the
answers are always the same. Nehru replied and
and scored every time. He knew he was scoring
on that target and he seemed to enjoy an easy
morning's work and stuck to his Liberal heckler.
Often at the end of an answer, he would turn round
to various people, who had by then lost the trend
of the argument and feel pleased with himself and
everyone would nod assent much to the annoyance
of the solitary member of the Indian Liberal Party,
who felt sure that at least right was on his side,
even though might was overwhelmingly on the
other.
It was interesting to see the various faces that
were concentrating on this one central figure.